Bioassay
Bioassays are performed to measure internal exposure doses from radioactive material.  Bioassays determine kind, concentration, and location of material in the body.  The most common type of bioassay performed measures material that is excreted from the body such as urine.  Another common type of bioassay is the thyroid bioassay for detecting the uptake of radioiodine.  Individuals working with radioactive material may be asked to take urine/thyroid assay or perform both assays, in the event of an incident involving radioactive material; for example: radioactive material spilled on the lab workers clothes or skin. One working with high amounts of radioactivity per protocol may require weekly, monthly, quarterly or yearly bioassays be performed.  For additional information contact the Radiation Safety Program at 713-500-5840.


