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COVID-19 UPDATE

The UTHealth School of Public Health continues to monitor the impact of COVID-19 and continues to make updates to
school operations in the interest of our community’s health and safety. Current and incoming students are required to
complete all degree requirements as defined in the catalog for the year they matriculated into their degree program. The
modality/delivery of courses may be altered in accordance with UTHealth, Center for Disease Control and Prevention and
other federal, state and local government agency guidelines as suggested for reducing the transmissibility of COVID-19.
Faculty, staff and students can view updates to school operations on the UTHealth School of Public Health COVID19 Up-
dates website here: https://sph.uth.edu/news/sphcovid19.

All decisions related to course delivery and student practicum experiences for the 2020-2021 academic year will be an-
nounced via email to students.

Additional information can be found on the UTHealth COVID-19 Resources website here:
https://www.uth.edu/news/covid-19/.
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VISION, MisSION & VALUES AND ACCREDITATIONS

Vision, Mission & Values

Our vision: Health without boundaries.

Our mission: Changing the culture of health through excellence in graduate education, research and engagement.
To achieve a world in which health has no boundaries, we must first shift the way people—from the communities
around us to the healthcare industry to decision-makers in government—think about, and act on, matters relating to

health.

Our values: Collaborate, Lead, Transform, Diversify.

Accreditations
More information on any of the following accreditations can be found on the School of Public Health Accreditation
website here: https://sph.uth.edu/about/accreditation.

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC)

The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston (UTHealth) is accredited by the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award certificate, baccalaureate, master's, doctorate and spe-
cial professional degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or
call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston

Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH)
Since 1969, UTHealth School of Public Health is accredited by the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) every
seven years, and was most recently accredited in 2020.

Applied and Natural Science Accreditation Commission of ABET

The Industrial Hygiene master’s curriculum, an optional special program of the Master in Public Health (MPH) in En-
vironmental Health, is accredited by the Applied and Natural Science Accreditation Commission of ABET. For more
information about this program, see the Special Programs section.

Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics

The Accreditation Council for Education in Dietetic

The Dietetic Internship Program, an optional special program of the MPH in Health Promotion/ Health Education, is
fully accredited by the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. This program is also approved by The Accreditation Coun-
cil for Education in Dietetic. For more information about this program, see the Special Programs section.

Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME)

The Occupational and Environmental Medicine Residency Program, an optional special program of the MPH in Envi-
ronmental Health, is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME). For more
information about this program, see the Special Programs section.

Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Management (CAHME)

The MPH in Healthcare Management is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Management
Education (CAHME). For more information about this program, see the MPH in Healthcare Management course of
study.

The Master of Public Health (MPH) degree program satisfies the academic requirement for certification by the Ameri-
can Board of Preventive Medicine in the areas of public health, occupational medicine, aerospace medicine, and pre-
ventive medicine; the National Board of Public Health Examiners; and the National Commission for Health Education
Credentialing.
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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND STUDENT SERVICES

The mission of the Office of Academic Affairs and Student Services is to assist students by providing timely and
accurate information with high-quality service in an atmosphere that is both welcoming and professional. The office
serves as the central “hub” for the services that will assist students from the time they apply through the time they
graduate and beyond.

Career and Alumni Services

The Office of Career and Alumni Services at UTHealth School of Public Health provides information, service, training and
support to students and alumni that can help them explore their values, interests, and skills; build their professional
network; and stay engaged with the UTHealth School of Public Health.

Financial Assistance

UTHealth School of Public Health offers a number of endowed scholarships. Graduate scholarships are awarded on
the basis of scholastic excellence and adequate preparation for graduate study in the student’s chosen field, as
shown by the student’s academic record. Scholarship eligibility criteria include admission into a degree program;
enrollment in coursework leading to the degree; reasonable progress in the degree program; good academic
standing; GPA; and in some cases test scores; references; and personal statements. There are additional specific
qualifications for scholarships in various areas of study. Students are encouraged to contact the School of Public
Health Office of Academic Affairs and Student Services to obtain information about eligibility criteria and scholarships
awarded in the student’s area of study. Scholarships may be available based on funding; availability may change,
amount may change, and only competitive scholarships of $1,000 or more will be eligible for resident tuition. For
more information about financial assistance opportunities, see the UTHealth Office of Student Financial Services
website (https://www.uth.edu/sfs/index.htm) and the UTHealth School of Public Health Financial Assistance website
(https://sph.uth.edu/enroll/finance/index.htm),

Selection Process

Awards of traineeships and scholarships are made by the UTHealth School of Public Health Scholarship and Train-
eeship Committee, which is composed of faculty members and administrative staff. In awarding scholarships, the
committee considers the following as appropriate to achieve the donor’s scholarship intent: faculty recommenda-
tions, academic performance, financial need, research interests, and other professional and personal achievements

Fellowships

A limited number of fellowships are available through the research centers of UTHealth School of Public Health.
Application for these fellowships is made directly to the centers. Selection criteria include those listed above, and the
recipients are chosen by the faculty in the centers.

Library & Graduate Communication Center

The mission of the UTHealth School of Public Health Library & Graduate Communication Center is to provide primary
information support services for the education, research, and community health services programs of the faculty,
students, and staff. Writing Support Services offers public health communication skills training, with a focus on writ-
ing. Instruction is provided in the areas of English as a Second Language (ESL), Academic and Scientific Writing.

The UTHealth School of Public Health Library & Graduate Communication Center is a member of the Texas Health
Science Libraries Consortium (THSLC), which is the collaboration of health science libraries in the Houston-Galveston
area. The THSLC leads and encourages collaboration through shared digital library environments and resources to
provide access to the world of information for its educational, clinical, and research communities. For more
information, see the Library & Graduate Communication Center website here:
https://sph.uth.edu/research/library/index.htm.

Student Organizations

The Student Association at UTHealth School of Public Health is based at the Houston campus. All students are auto-
matically a part of the organization. SPHSA holds weekly socials in cooperation with other student groups and acts as
the official student governance organization to relay information to school administration.
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School of Public Health Policies

Policies are categorized into one of the following areas: academics, administrative, degree requirements, or enroll-
ment. All of the following policies can be found on the mySPH Policies webpage at https://uthealth-
sph.force.com/UTHealthCommunity/s/policies.

Academic Policies

Policy 100, Student Academic Grievance Process

Policy 102, Doctoral Committee Structures

Policy 103, Drop Date Deadline for Courses

Policy 104, MPH and MS Committee Structures

Policy 105, Registration Maximum Credits in One Term

Policy 106, Thesis Dissertation Data and Publication Authorship
Policy 107, Academic Remediation Plan and Probation Steps

Policy 108, Test Security Policy

Policy 109, Student Research Thesis/Dissertation Proposal Approval

Administrative Policies

Policy 200, Student Evaluation Process
Policy 201, Course Grading

Policy 202, Maximum Students in a Course

Degree Requirements Policies

Policy 300, Breadth and Minor Requirements for Doctoral Students

Policy 301, Conditional Admission to Doctoral Programs

Policy 302, Direct Admission from a Bachelor’s Degree to the PhD Program

Policy 303, Epidemiology Course Requirement

Policy 307, Preliminary Examination; Admission to Candidacy and Dissertation Defense
Policy 308, Transfer of Credit Hours

Enrollment Policies

Policy 400, Auditing Courses

Policy 401, Continuous Enrollment for Students Enrolled in Thesis and Dissertation Research
Policy 402, Enrollment Requirements, Degree Time Limits, and Leaves of Absence

Policy 403, Readmission to a Degree Program

Policy 404, Transfer of Students between the UTHealth SPH Campuses

Policy 405, Verification of Degrees for International Applicants

Policy 406, Teaching of Graduate Assistant Enrollment Status Requirement

UTHealth Handbook of Operating Procedures (HOOP)

Students are charged with knowledge of and compliance with all UTHealth regulations concerning student conduct
and discipline as set forth in the UTHealth Handbook of Operating Procedures (HOOP). Students are expected to sign
a pledge adhering to the school’s honor code during new student orientation.

HOOP Policy 186, Student Conduct and Discipline (https://www.uth.edu/hoop/policy.htm?id=1448220)

Policy 100, Student Academic Grievance Process

Individual faculty members have primary responsibility for grading and evaluations. The faculty member’s judgment
is final unless compelling evidence suggests differential treatment or mistake. In attempting to resolve any issue re-
garding academic matters, it is the student’s obligation to first make a serious effort to resolve the matter with the
faculty member with whom the issue originated. If the student and faculty member cannot resolve the matter, the
student may elect to use the formal Academic Grievance Resolution Process to request a review and recommenda-
tion from the Academic Grievance Committee, a subcommittee of the Academic Council.

Policy 201, Course Grading
Letter grades (“A,” “B,” “C,” or “F”) are given for all MPH core courses. Elective courses may be letter-graded or
graded on the basis of pass/fail (“P” or “F”) at the discretion of the instructor. Grades in pass/fail courses will not be
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included in the GPA calculation. A GPA will be calculated from all letter-graded courses. In computing GPA per hour,
the following scores are used: A = 4 points; B = 3 points; C = 2 points; F = 0 points. The GPA is calculated by multiply-
ing the grade points by the number of credit hours for each course. Repeated courses will be listed on the transcript
along with the original course. However, please note the following stipulations:

¢ The GPA will be calculated on the letter-graded courses only using the grade from the repeated course.

e Students have the opportunity to retake a course only one time for calculation of the GPA.

e Athird attempt is rarely approved, and will only be considered if the first two attempts were failures. Stu-

dents may petition to the Office of Academic Affairs and Student Services to retake a course a third time.

e The final attempt will be the grade calculated into the GPA.
An Incomplete (“1”) will revert to an “F” if the coursework is not successfully completed after one semester. However,
at the course instructor’s discretion, a grade may be entered to replace the “F” when the work from the incomplete is
completed. A “W” grade is assigned when a student withdraws from a course.

Policy 308, Transfer of Credits

Up to nine (9) graduate semester credit hours earned at other accredited institutions may be transferred and applied
to UTHealth School of Public Health transcripts or counted toward graduation requirements if approved by the Office
of Academic Affairs and Student Services and the student’s advisor. These hours must not have been applied toward
another awarded degree.

For dual degree programs with reciprocal agreements, students enrolled at UTHealth School of Public Health may
take courses for credit at affiliated institutions, provided the courses are prospectively recommended and approved
by the student’s advisory committee. The sum total number of transfer credit that students can apply to a dual de-
gree program at UTHealth School of Public Health from an accredited foreign institution is 12 semester credit hours.
This applies to all concurrent/dual degree programs and external transfer credits. Students should contact the pro-
gram coordinator for the dual degree program for further information.

General non-degree and certificate students can transfer up to 16 semester credit hours of UTHealth School of Public
Health coursework if accepted into a degree program, provided a passing grade is earned in the course, and the
course is completed within five (5) years prior to matriculation into the degree program. Credit hours toward a de-
gree program'’s graduation requirements begin to accrue at the time of admission to and enrollment into the degree
program and courses. Credit hours earned as part of a master’s degree program do not count toward a doctoral de-
gree program.

Policy 402, Enrollment Requirements, Degree Time Limits, and Leaves of Absences

A student is classified as “full-time” if enrolled in at least nine (9) semester credit hours during the fall or spring se-
mesters, at least six (6) semester credit hours during the summer. Enrollment is required in the semester in which the
research proposal is submitted and continuously through the semester in which all requirements for graduation are
completed. Enrollment is required prior to, during, or just after the semester in which the preliminary examination
(DrPH and PhD programs) is taken and in the semester in which the student is involved in a practicum/internship
(MPH and DrPH programs). Enrollment is required in the semester in which students graduate. Students must main-
tain enrollment so that any absence from the degree program does not exceed one (1) calendar year (three (3) con-
secutive semesters) unless a formal leave of absence is granted.

Students are expected to complete master’s degree programs (MPH and MS) within five (5) years and doctoral de-
gree programs (DrPH and PhD) within seven (7) years. In case of extenuating circumstances, a student may request a
one-year extension. The possibility of a second year of extension exists under extraordinary circumstances. Students
who do not graduate within the approved time limit will be dismissed from the program and must be readmitted in
order to complete the degree program in effect at the time of readmission.

Students who anticipate interrupting their degree program for more than two (2) semesters should consider request-
ing a Leave of Absence (LOA). Students who have an approved LOA maintain their student status within the School.
The LOA “stops the clock” on the student’s degree program and does not add to the timeline for completing the de-
gree. The LOA is granted for one (1) calendar year. In extraordinary circumstances, a second year may be granted.
LOAs do not extend beyond two (2) years. Students who need to be away from the school for longer periods should



consider withdrawing from the degree program and applying for readmission when their situation improves. The stu-
dent may enroll in classes at any time during the LOA if his/her situation changes and the LOA is no longer needed.

Student Communication

E-mail accounts constitute the official mode of communication linking students, faculty, and/or administration.
Consequently, students are responsible for maintaining the UTHealth e-mail account assigned to them and activated
upon payment of tuition and fees, and are responsible for regularly checking e-mail messages.

Student Technical Requirements

Students at UTHealth School of Public Health must have a personal computer available to them. All students are pro-
vided with a user account, which offers access to a Web-based electronic mail application, an online learning man-
agement system, the ability to connect personal wireless computers within campuses, and a file repository and shar-
ing system. For compatibility purposes, all students should have a computer with the following minimum require-
ments and recommendations:

Operating System |Windows 8.1 or higher (preferred), Mac OS X 10.7 (Lion) or higher

Web Camera Resolution at least 640 x 480, but 1280 x 720 preferred, must also include a microphone
Memory (RAM) 4 GB minimum, 8 GB or more is recommended

Browser Internet Explorer 9+, Chrome, Firefox, Safari (Mac users)

Internet Speeds Preferred: DSL and Cable connectivity from outside the campus. Dialup and ISDN services will

not provide enough bandwidth for most applications to function properly.

Antivirus Software |You must have Antivirus software. Microsoft Security Essentials is recommended for Windows
computers if no other software is installed and Sophos Antivirus for Mac users. Both products
are free to students through the vendor websites.

Proctoring Software |The latest versions of Adobe Flash Player is required for the Web-based proctoring software,
ProctorU. You can test your system’s compatibility with our proctor solution at,
http://www.proctoru.com/testitout/.

Other Software Access to most course software through a virtual computer lab environment is provided. This
system is called Parallels. The following link will give you access to the instructions on where to
download the Parallels client and how to install and configure the client so you can to gain ac-
cess to the SPH vLab - https://utsph.bloomfire.com/posts/2281277-sph-virtual-computer-lab-
parallels-client. The Parallels client is available for both Windows and Mac operating systems.
Additionally, Microsoft Office is the primary application tool used by all faculty. Regardless of
your operating system, you will be most compatible with your faculty if you have Microsoft Of-
fice installed.
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ADMISSIONS

The following sections describe the application procedures, application deadlines and admissions procedures. For
more information, see the School of Public Health Admissions website at https://sph.uth.edu/enroll/admissions/in-
dex.htm.

APPLICATION PROCEDURES AND DEADLINES

Application Procedures

Application procedures vary depending on the admission type a student is seeking and described below. All appli-
cants to UTHealth School of Public Health are received and processed by the centralized application service, School of
Public Health Application Service (SOPHAS) (http://www.sophas.org/) or SOPHAS Express
(https://sophasexpress.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/login). This application service is intended to streamline the
application process for applicants as they are able to upload one set of application materials, including institutional
transcripts, reference letters, and standardized test scores. All the supporting documentation detailed below is re-
quired of those applicants submitting their applications through either SOPHAS or SOPHAS Express, unless otherwise
noted.

Degree-seeking Students

The degree-seeking application process is used for students seeking admission into one of the UTHealth School of
Public Health degree programs. All degree-seeking applications, including supporting documentation, are received
and processed by SOPHAS. Detailed instructions for submission of applications using SOPHAS are described on the
SOPHAS website.

Applicants to dual degree programs apply to each institution independently of the respective complementary dual
degree program. More information about dual degree programs can be found in the dual degree programs section of
this catalog. Applicants seeking readmission should refer to Policy 403 Readmission to a Degree Program under the
Academic Policies section of this catalog.

Non-degree Seeking Students

The non-degree application process is used for students seeking admission into one of the UTHealth School of Public
Health non-degree programs, non-degree graduate certificate programs, or pre-approved re-admission. All non-de-

gree applications, including supporting documentation, are received and processed by SOPHAS Express. Detailed in-
structions for submission of applications using SOPHAS Express are described on the SOPHAS Express website.

Required Application Materials for All Applicants

The following contains the elements of the application materials required when submitting materials to either
SOPHAS or SOPHAS Express. More information about required application materials can be found on the Admissions
website.

1. Application Form

Applicants will complete the bio-demographic data to also include whether they plan to enroll as a full-time or part-
time student. Each applicant will be reviewed by the one program and one campus that student’s select from their
application.

2. Personal Statement and Objectives

Applicants should describe their interests in public health in the essay/personal statement & objectives section of the
application form. The essay should address educational goals specific to the chosen program of study. Applicants
should also describe career goals as well as any experience relating to the health field, research, community service,
and leadership positions. Applicants are encouraged to describe how significant life experiences have influenced their
motivation, qualifications, or academic record. This essay/personal statement & objectives is central to the admis-
sions decision and is read by the admissions committee. **Note: Personal statement & objectives are screened for
plagiarism. Evidence of plagiarism will result in an automatic denial of admission.
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3. Evidence of Proficiency
Evidence of proficiency in basic mathematical or other quantitative skills, documented through transcripts, publica-
tions, or a statement describing how this proficiency was achieved, or will be achieved, prior to enrollment.

4. Application Fee
Payment of the SOPHAS or SOPHAS Express application fee. Students apply through either SOPHAS (degree-seeking
applicants) or SOPHAS Express (certificate or non-degree-seeking applicants). The application fee through SOPHAS is
based upon a sliding scale determined by the number of schools to which the applicant is intending to apply. The
cost for a SOPHAS application is $140 for the first school or program to which the student applies. Any additional
schools or programs to which a student chooses to apply will cost $50 per designation, even if the application is sub-
mitted later in the application cycle. The cost for a SOPHAS Express application is $50. More information about
SOPHAS fees can be found here: https://help.liai-
sonedu.com/SOPHAS Applicant Help Center/Starting Your SOPHAS Application/Getting Started with Your SOP
HAS Application/03 Application Fees and SOPHAS Express fees found here: https://sophasexpress.liai-
soncas.com/applicant-ux/#/login.

5. Official Transcripts

Transcripts must include both grades and credit hours. The School prefers a grade point average of at least 3.0 or
higher on a 4.0 scale. International applicants are required to submit World Education Services (WES) evaluations of
their transcripts to SOPHAS. See 9. Transcript Credential Evaluation for more information.

Degree-seeking applicants: Applicants should submit official transcripts covering all periods of postsecondary enroll-
ment in all accredited institutions of higher education attended. Copies of transcripts sent by the applicant are not
considered. Applicants should request that all institutions attended send official (original) transcripts directly to
SOPHAS to one of the appropriate addresses:

For regular mail, please send to: For overnight delivery ONLY, please send to:
SOPHAS SOPHAS c/o Liaison International

P.0.Box 9111 311 Arsenal Street

Watertown, MA 02471-9111 Watertown, MA 02472

Phone: 617-612-2090

Non-degree seeking applicants: Applicants should upload unofficial transcripts covering all periods of postsecondary
enrollment in all accredited institutions of higher education attended. In the event the applicant is admitted, they will
also need to provide official (original) transcripts directly to the UTHealth Office of the Registrar.

6. Letters of Recommendation

Applicants are required to submit letter(s) of recommendation from individual(s) qualified to evaluate the applicant’s
academic or professional performance, ability, motivation, and character. Academic letters of reference are pre-
ferred. All submitted letters should be on official letterhead.

Degree-seeking applicants: At least three letters of recommendation are required.

Non-degree seeking applicants: At least one letter of recommendation is required.

7. Entrance Examinations

Graduate Record Exam (GRE) scores are required for all degree-seeking applicants and are reviewed by the Admis-
sions Committee. Students applying to the MPH program may also submit Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT)
scores in place of GRE scores. *Non-degree applicants applying through SOPHAS Express are not required to submit
entrance examination records.

Minimum scores required: For GRE scores, a recommended combined score of 298 for masters programs and 308 for
doctoral programs on the verbal and quantitative sections of the General Test is preferred. For the analytical writing
section, a score of at least 4.0 on a scale of 6.0 is preferred. The GRE is administered at many universities across the
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United States and in many foreign cities. Only scores received directly from Educational Testing Service
(https://www.ets.org/) will be considered. Submit GRE scores to SOPHAS using the reporting code 4479.

For MCAT Scores, a recommended total score of 500 is preferred. Only scores received directly from the American
Association of Medical Colleges (https://www.aamc.org/) testing service will be considered. Submit MCAT scores to
SOPHAS using the reporting code SOPHAS. The GRE/MCAT is but one of several factors considered in the aggregate
during the admissions process.

Exemptions to the GRE requirement:

e Applicants holding previously-earned doctoral-level degrees from accredited U.S. universities may request
an exemption;

e Applicants to dual degree programs that have a doctoral component (e.g., MD/MPH, PhD/MPH, Pharm
D/MPH, or JD/MPH) are exempt from the GRE requirement, provided they hold an offer of admission to the
partnering participating medical, graduate, pharmacy or law school.

e Applicants holding an international medical degree and holding Educational Commission for Foreign Medical
Graduates certification may request a waiver provided they are currently practicing medicine or in an active
residency program in the United States at the time of applying.

8. Additional Supporting Materials
Additional supporting materials: Any published papers, reports, or other materials believed to provide information on
an applicant’s capability and performance should be included in the application.

Degree-seeking applicants: Several degree-seeking programs require a writing sample (see application form; send
copies only since the school is not responsible for returning this supplemental material). Alternatively, copies may be
appended to the SOPHAS application. Instructions on how to append these materials to the SOPHAS application are
included in the SOPHAS application instructions.

Non-degree seeking applicants: Non-degree seeking students should submit any additional supporting documents to
SOPHAS Express and should follow the SOPHAS Express application instructions for guidance.

Additional Required Materials for International Applicants

9. English Proficiency Exams

All international applicants must take the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or the International English
Testing System (IELTS). Information and application booklets may be obtained by contacting the Educational Testing
Service directly at http://www.ets.org/toefl/ or https://www.ielts.org/en-us. This requirement applies even if you
attended a graduate institution and earned only a Master’s degree.

Minimum scores required:

A minimum acceptable score of 600 on the paper-based TOEFL, 250 on the computer-based TOEFL, or 100 on the
internet-based TOEFL is required for admission. For IELTS, a minimum acceptable overall score of 7.5 is required for
admission to our school. Test scores are valid for 2 years from the test date. Submit scores to SOPHAS using the re-
porting code 5688 (TOEFL); no department code is needed. Official IELTS scores meeting the minimum requirement
should be mailed to:

ATTN: Admissions

UTHealth School of Public Health
1200 Pressler Street, RAS E-201
Houston, TX 77030

Exemptions to the TOEFL or ILETS exam requirement:
e If you are a Permanent Resident or Citizen of the United States;
e If you earned a bachelor’s degree or doctoral degree from the United States;
e Applicants’ country of origin from the following English-speaking countries: Australia, Bahamas, Canada, Ire-
land, Jamaica, New Zealand, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, and United Kingdom.
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Additional exemptions may be granted on a case-specific basis for those who do not meet the above criteria.

10. Transcript Credential Evaluation

Transcripts for an educational credential evaluation and determination of United States equivalency from applicants
who hold degrees from institutions outside of the United States. The minimum requirement is to submit a credential
evaluation that demonstrates the applicant holds, at a minimum, the equivalent of a bachelor’s degree. Course-by-
course (ICAP) translation is required. This can be accomplished by submitting transcripts to:

World Education Services (WES) World Education Services Contact Information:
Bowling Green Station Phone: (212) 966-6311

P.O. Box 5087 Email: info@wes.org

New York, NY 10274-5087 Website: http://www.wes.org/

USA

Final transcript credential evaluation results must be submitted directly to SOPHAS by the evaluation agency.

Application Deadline Dates for All Applicants

Degree-seeking applicants: Completed applications, with all supporting documents, must be received by:
October 1 — Spring semester priority deadline for scholarship consideration & final deadline
December 1 — Fall semester priority deadline for scholarship consideration
February 15 — Fall semester deadline for Dietetic Intern applicants
April 1 - Fall/ Summer semester, all other applicants’ final deadline

Non-degree seeking applicants: Completed applications, with all supporting documents, must be received by:
November 1 — Spring semester
April 1 — Summer semester
July 1 - Fall semester

Applicants will be notified by e-mail and mail of the Admissions Committee’s decision within approximately 2-8 weeks
of the date the application is completed and verified via SOPHAS, provided that all supporting materials are received
by the application deadline.

ADMISSIONS PROCESS

Applicants are required to elect a single degree program located at a campus of UTHealth School of Public Health.
The faculty or faculty subcommittee of the appropriate program and campus review each application and all
supporting documentation. Factors believed to contribute to the academic success of students and their subsequent
contributions to the knowledge base and practice of public health are considered in each admissions action. The
following criteria are evaluated through the application, transcripts, letters of recommendation, essay/personal
statement, and CV/Resume. These criteria include:
e  Career goals: particularly the intent to practice public health in underserved and vulnerable communities;
e Community service: particularly service to diverse communities in need;
e  Educational goals: should be consistent with the chosen area of study;
e  Motivation: description of any special obstacles or challenges that have been overcome to achieve goals
thus far;
e  Prior academic preparation: depth, breadth, and performance;
e Relevant work experience: particularly public health practice or research related to underserved and
vulnerable communities;
e  Official scores on entrance exams and English proficiency exams (if needed); and
e Theses, publications, and other scholarly works: supplemental documents provided by applicant.
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Applicants may be contacted for personal interviews, and prospective students are encouraged to visit the School
and discuss their proposed program with faculty and staff. The School’s contact information can be found on the
UTHealth School of Public Health website. Admissions inquiries can also be emailed directly to
SPHAdmissions@uth.tmc.edu.

applyUTH (https://my.uth.tmc.edu/psp/myuth/MYUTH/ENTP/h/?tab=UT EP NVT SIGNON) is available for
applicants to check on the status of their application and supporting documents. Enrolled students will use the
myUTH (https://eportal.uth.tmc.edu/) portal to access their official grades, register for classes, view bills and pay
fees, check on the status of financial aid applications, submit address changes, and request official UTHealth
transcripts.

Policies related to transfer credits, maximum credits for enrollment in one term, and a criminal background check can
be found in the Academic Policies section.

Conditional Admission to Doctoral Programs
With the exception of applicants admitted directly to a PhD program, applicants to doctoral programs are expected to
hold a master’s degree in the relevant discipline. Applicants with a prior master’s degree, but with deficits (i.e., no
MPH or lack of master’s level discipline courses for a PhD) may be admitted with the conditions of completing
required leveling courses. Once a student has completed the required leveling courses listed in the admissions letter,
with a grade of at least a “B,” the conditions will be removed from the student’s record. Conditions must be met prior
to the preliminary examination. Students who fail to complete the conditions will be discontinued from the doctoral
program. Credit hours toward a doctoral degree program’s graduation requirements begin to accrue at the time of
enrollment in the degree program as follows:
o No credit hours for the leveling courses will be applied toward a doctoral degree but will be listed on the
student’s official transcript.
e DrPH students must have previous evidence of, or UTHealth School of Public Health course credit hours must
include, all five core MPH courses.

Direct Admission to a PhD Program

The School offers direct admission to the PhD in Biostatistics and PhD in Epidemiology programs. Additional admis-
sion requirements can be found in the PhD in Biostatistics, Direct Admission and PhD in Epidemiology, Direct Admis-
sion sections. Students are required to meet all other admission requirements for a PhD program.
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TUITION AND FEES

Tuition and fees are subject to change and become effective on the date enacted. The Texas Legislature does not set
the specific amount for any particular student fee. Student fees are authorized by state statute; the specific fee
amounts and the determination to increase fees are made by the university administration and The University of
Texas System Board of Regents.

Fee Type Charge
Alternative Instruction Delivery Fee —

SPH Web Course Delivered within Texas $75/ semester credit hour
Computer Resource Fee $62/ semester
Graduation Fee* $100
Information Technology Access Fee $38/ semester
Installment Use Fee $20
Late Payment Fee $50
Liability Insurance —

Fall Semester $5.25
Spring Semester $5.25
Summer Semester $4.00
Library and Writing Services Fee $60/ semester
Portfolio Fee S50/ semester
Service Exam Fee S50/ semester per online course
Student Orientation Fee (assessed upon matriculation) S50
Student Records Fee S5/ semester
Student Services Fee** $566.25
Supplemental Fee — Accelerated MPH Program — San Antonio $4,000 (full-time rate)

**A graduation fee of $100 payable at registration for the final academic term is required of all students.

***The Student Services Fee, required of all students, provides for student health services, student counseling, stu-
dent government, a shuttle service, and recreational facilities. The annual fee of $566.25 is charged to students on a
semester credit hour basis by semester. Breakdown of the fee is found on the Registrar’s website under Tuition and
Fee Schedule.

Health insurance is required of all UTHealth students. If students have a health insurance policy, they may provide
proof of comparable insurance to Auxiliary Enterprises no later than the 12t class to have this charge waived. Infor-
mation regarding student health insurance can be found at the Auxiliary Enterprise website.

The current Tuition and Fee Schedules for UTHealth can be found on the Office of Registrar website at
https://www.uth.edu/registrar/current-students/registration/tuition--fee-schedule.htm.

14


https://www.uth.edu/auxiliary-enterprises/insurance/index.htm
https://www.uth.edu/registrar/current-students/registration/tuition--fee-schedule.htm
https://www.uth.edu/registrar/current-students/registration/tuition--fee-schedule.htm

ACADEMIC CALENDAR, TERM & COURSE STRUCTURE

Calendar for 2020-2021 Academic Year

Fall 2020 Spring 2021 Summer 2021
12 Week 6 Week 1 6 Week 2
Session Session Session
Semester Begins August 31 January 11 May 17 May 17 June 29
Census Date September 16 January 27 May 20 May 20 July 2
Last Day of Class December 11 April 30 August 12 June 25 August 6
Final Exams December 14-18 May 3-7 August 9-10 June 28 August 9-10

Academic calendars are subject to change. For the most current calendar, see the Office of the Registrar website.

Term Structure
Course credits correspond with contact hours per week per semester as shown in the chart below.

Total Contact Hours Per Week
Credit | Contact | Fall Semester Spring Semester Summer Semester Summer Semester
Hours Hours | 15 weeks 15 weeks 12-week session 6-week session
1 15 1 hour per week 1 hour per week 1.25 hours per week 2.5 hours per week
2 30 2 hours per week 2 hours per week 2.5 hours per week 5 hours per week
3 45 3 hours per week 3 hours per week 3.75 hours per week 7.5 hours per week
4 60 4 hours per week 4 hours per week 5 hours per week 10 hours per week

Course Structure

A course prefix and catalog number represents the course modality, level and academic department as described in
the chart below. All courses are graduate level courses. Students should seek advice from their faculty advisor and

refer to their degree planner when selecting coursework to ensure courses will be applied toward their degree. Avail-
ability of courses is contingent upon sufficient registration.

Course Prefix Modality and Level
PH In-person and/or ITV; available to both master and doctoral-level students
PHM In-person and/or ITV; available to master-level only students
PHD In-person and/or ITV; available to doctoral-level only students
PHW Online; available to both master and doctoral-level students
PHWM Online; available to master-level only students
PHWD Online; available to doctoral-level only students
Catalog Number | Academic Department
1000 - 1499 Health Promotion and Behavioral Sciences
1600 - 1999 Biostatistics and Data Science
2100 -2499 Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences
2500 - 2999 Epidemiology
3000 —-3999 Management, Policy, and Community Health
5000 — 9999 Interdepartmental
Grading Type Grading Component
L Letter-graded. Courses without an ‘L’ designation have a pass/fail grading component.
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MASTER OF PuBLIC HEALTH (MPH)

The Master of Public Health (MPH) degree, a minimum 45 semester credit hours, is the fundamental professional
degree, required by many supervisory and managerial positions in public health and recommended for others.

Degree Requirements

e Satisfactory completion of a prescribed course of study of at least one (1) academic year and a minimum of
45 semester credit hours. Only three (3) credit hours of practicum and three (3) credit hours of an
integrative learning experience count toward the minimum of 45 semester credit hours. Therefore, at least
39 credit hours of didactic courses other than practicum or an integrative learning experience must be
successfully completed;

e Satisfactory completion of PH 101 Foundations in Public Health (online, not-for-credit course);

e Satisfactory completion of a planned, supervised, and evaluated practicum; and

e Satisfactory completion of an integrative learning experience that demonstrates a substantial knowledge of
public health.

Prescribed Course of Study

Major requirements are listed within the departmental sections of this catalog. Degree requirements may be altered
in successive catalogs. Students are bound by the requirements of the catalog in force at the time of their admission
or readmission.

Core Requirements for MPH Students

The following courses satisfy the five MPH core public health requirement: PHM 1690 Introduction to Biostatistics in
Public Health & PHM 2612 Epidemiology | & PHM 2110 Public Health Ecology & the Human Environment & PHM
1110 Health Promotion and Behavioral Sciences in Public Health & PHM 3715 Management and Policy Concepts in
Public Health & PHM 5015L Introduction to Qualitative Research in Public Health.

Practicum

The practicum, or applied practice experience, is an application of learning to a “real world” setting and is a CEPH
requirement for completion of the MPH degree. All practicums consist of an organized internship at an extramural
agency or organization engaged in work related to public health. Alternatively, the practicum may be done
intramurally if the project interacts with practice agencies.

Integrative Learning Experience (ILE)

The ILE is a CEPH requirement for completion of the MPH degree. It requires the synthesis and integration of
knowledge and skills acquired in the degree program and their application to some aspect of professional practice.
An ILE can be completed through one of the following avenues: completion of the department’s Capstone course;
completion of an original research thesis; or completion of an independent project. In all ILE options, students inves-
tigate public health issues and generate a high-quality written product. If students chose to complete an original re-
search thesis, they will be required to follow all standard research thesis procedures.

Customized MPH

The Master of Public Health Customized plan offers student the flexibility to complete interdisciplinary coursework
relevant to their academic and professional interests. Students eligible for the customized MPH program include: stu-
dents admitted to any dual degree program and students located at any SPH campus. Students will work with their
advisor to select a minimum of five (5) competencies to be met in an advanced public health area. These competen-
cies are in addition to the MPH core competencies. For a sample of the course of study, see the Customized MPH de-

gree planner.
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MASTER OF SCIENCE (MS)

The Master of Science (MS) degree, a minimum of 36 semester credit hours, signifies academic accomplishment in a
public health discipline and is available to those who plan careers in academia and research.

Degree Requirements

e Satisfactory completion of a prescribed course of study of at least one (1) academic year and a minimum of
at least 36 semester credit hours. A maximum of six (6) credit hours of thesis count toward the minimum of
36 credit hours. If the student chooses to elect a practicum, no more than three (3) credit hours of practicum
and three (3) credit hours of thesis count toward the minimum of 36 credit hours. Therefore, at least 30 credit
hours of didactic courses other than practicum and/or thesis must be successfully completed;

e Satisfactory completion of PH 101 Foundations in Public Health (online, not-for-credit course);

e Satisfactory completion of one epidemiology course, if one is not already covered in the major area;

e Satisfactory completion of a research thesis; and

e Satisfactory delivery of an oral presentation of their thesis defense. All completed theses will be made
available to the general public.

Prescribed Course of Study

Major requirements are listed within the departmental sections of this catalog. Degree requirements may be altered
in successive catalogs. Students are bound by the requirements of the catalog in force at the time of their admission
or readmission.

Practicum

The practicum, or applied practice experience, is an application of learning to a “real world” setting. All practicums
consist of an organized internship at an extramural agency or organization engaged in work related to public health.
Alternatively, the practicum may be done intramurally if the project interacts with practice agencies. Although not a
requirement, MS students are encouraged to include a practicum in their degree plan.

Academic Thesis

Students are required to complete a research thesis deemed by the faculty to be of excellent quality and
demonstrate an appropriate depth of knowledge in the field of study. If approved by the student’s advisory
committee, a student may elect to include an article of publishable quality consistent with the standards of a peer-
reviewed journal. The article is a part of the final submission to the Office of Research and contains all supporting
elements of an acceptable research thesis. More information about a student’s advisory committee can be found in
the Academic Policies section.
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DoCTOR OF PuBLIC HEALTH (DRPH)

The Doctor of Public Health (DrPH) degree, a minimum of 54 semester credit hours, signifies distinguished scholarly
accomplishment and is available to those who plan careers in advanced professional practice, academia, or
community-based research.

Degree Requirements

e Satisfactory completion of a prescribed course of study of at least one (1) academic year and a minimum of
at least 54 semester credit hours. Only three (3) credit hours of practicum and six (6) credit hours of
dissertation count toward the minimum of 54 credit hours. Therefore, at least 45 credit hours of didactic
courses other than practicum or dissertation must be successfully completed.

e Satisfactory completion of PH 101 Foundations in Public Health (online, not-for-credit course);

e Satisfactory completion of a minor area of study;

e Satisfactory completion of one epidemiology course, if one is not already covered in the major, minor, or
breadth areas;

e Satisfactory completion of a planned, supervised, and evaluated practicum;

e Satisfactory performance on a preliminary examination as described by the degree program;

e Satisfactory defense of the dissertation proposal and completion of an original research dissertation.

Prescribed Course of Study

Major requirements are listed within the departmental sections of this catalog. Degree requirements may be altered
in successive catalogs. Students are bound by the requirements of the catalog in force at the time of their admission
or readmission.

Minor and Breadth

Students in the DrPH program are required to complete a minor and a breadth area of study. Minor requirements
are listed within the departmental sections of this catalog. Students should consult with their advisor when choosing
a minor to align with their academic goals. DrPH programs have a pre-designed breadth already built into the degree
requirements and students are not required to complete an additional breadth. For more information about the mi-
nor and breadth requirement for DrPH students, see the Academic Polices section.

Preliminary Exam

The preliminary examination will be taken after the courses prescribed by the degree program have been
successfully completed. If a student is unable to successfully complete (i.e., demonstrate competence in) the
preliminary examination after two attempts, the student will be dismissed from the DrPH program. That student
may be provided an opportunity to complete the MPH degree program (if the student does not already possess a
MPH degree), but the opportunity is not automatic, and acceptance into the MPH program is decided collectively by
departmental faculty. For more information, see the Academic Policies section.

Practicum

The practicum, or applied practice experience, is an application of learning to a “real world” setting and is a CEPH
requirement for completion of the DrPH degree. All practicums consist of an organized internship at an extramural
agency or organization engaged in work related to public health. Alternatively, the practicum may be done
intramurally if the project interacts with practice agencies. The DrPH practicum ensures that students have
significant advanced-level practice experiences collaborating with practitioners, allowing opportunities to develop
leadership competencies and contribute to the field.

Dissertation

Students are required to complete an original research dissertation that makes a substantial contribution to
knowledge in public health. This requirement will be fulfilled when an oral defense of the dissertation research
proposal and the final dissertation have been successfully completed, the document has been approved and signed
by all members of the dissertation committee, and a copy has been filed in the Dean’s Office.
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PHD)

The Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree, a minimum of 48 semester credit hours, in a public health discipline repre-
sents outstanding scholarly achievement and signifies a capacity for independent study.*

Degree Requirements

e  For students with a master’s degree, satisfactory completion of a prescribed course of study of at least one
(1) academic year and a minimum of at least 48 semester credit hours. A maximum of six (6) semester
credit hours of dissertation count toward the minimum 48 credit hours. If the student chooses to elect a
practicum, no more than three (3) credit hours of practicum and three (3) credit hours of dissertation count
toward the minimum of 48 credit hours. Therefore, at least 42 credit hours of didactic courses other than
practicum or dissertation must be successfully completed.
*For students with a bachelor’s degree admitted as a direct-admit, satisfactory completion of a prescribed
course of study of at least one (1) academic year and a minimum of at least 72 semester credit hours is
required.

e Satisfactory completion of PH 101 Foundations in Public Health (online, not-for-credit course);

e Satisfactory completion of two minor areas of study or one minor area of study and one breadth area;

e Satisfactory completion of one epidemiology course, if one is not already covered in the major, minor, or
breadth areas;

e Satisfactory performance on a preliminary examination as described by the degree program;

e Satisfactory defense of the dissertation proposal and completion of an original research dissertation.

Prescribed Course of Study

Major requirements are listed within the departmental sections of this catalog. Degree requirements may be altered
in successive catalogs. Students are bound by the requirements of the catalog in force at the time of their admission
or readmission.

Minor and Breadth

Students in the PhD program are required to complete either two minors or one minor and one breadth area of
study. Minor requirements are listed within the departmental sections of this catalog. Students should consult with
their advisor when choosing a minor and/or breadth to align with their academic goals. For more information about
the minor and breadth requirement for PhD students, see the Academic Polices section.

Preliminary Exam

The preliminary examination will be taken after the courses prescribed by the degree program have been
successfully completed. If a student is unable to successfully complete (i.e., demonstrate competence in) the
preliminary examination after two attempts, the student will be dismissed from the PhD program. For students with
a bachelor’s degree, the opportunity to complete a MS degree program is not automatic, and acceptance into the
MS program is decided by departmental faculty. For more information, see the Academic Policies section.

Practicum

The practicum, or applied practice experience, is an application of learning to a “real world” setting. All practicums
consist of an organized internship at an extramural agency or organization engaged in work related to public health.
Alternatively, a practicum may be done intramurally if the project interacts with practice agencies. Although not a
requirement, PhD students are encouraged to include a practicum in their degree plan.

Dissertation

Students are required to complete an original research dissertation that makes a substantial contribution to
knowledge in public health. This requirement will be fulfilled when an oral defense of the dissertation research pro-
posal and the final dissertation have been successfully completed, the document has been approved and signed by
all members of the dissertation committee, and a copy has been filed in the Dean’s Office.
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DEGREES AND AVAILABLE LOCATIONS

Degree programs that are currently accepting applications for admission are indicated with a check (v') for each campus
respectively. Each program has its own course of study located within the departmental sections in this catalog. To skip to
a specific course of study, select one of the programs below.

San Antonio
100% Online

Houston
Austin
Brownsville
Dallas

El Paso

Master of Public Health - MPH

Community Health Practice

Customized

Environmental Health

Epidemiology
Health Promotion/Health Education

<
NENEANAN

Healthcare Management*

NENENENENENEN
<
<
<

Health Services Organizations

Master of Science - MS

\

Biostatistics ‘
Doctor of Public Health - DrPH

Community Health Practice

\

,\
<
<
<
<

Health Promotion/Health Education

Doctor of Philosophy - PhD

Behavioral Sciences and Health Promotion

Biostatistics

Environmental Science - Total Worker Health

Environmental Science - Environmental Disease Prevention

Epidemiology
Health Economics and Health Services Research

NNENENENENEN
<
<

Healthcare Management and Health Policy v

*The MPH in Healthcare Management is pending review and approval from the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board (THECB) to offer this program 100% online starting in fall 2020.
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DUAL DEGREE PROGRAMS

Dual degree programs at UTHealth School of Public Health are designed so that the curricula of both degrees are
integrated to the extent possible. Through these programs, students are able to complete two degrees in a shorter
time period than completing each separately because some specified courses count toward both degrees. Students
interested in a dual degree program must apply and be admitted separately to each institution according to the usual
application procedures of each institution and meet the requirements of each institution for its respective degree.
For more information, see the Admissions Process section.

The sum total number of transfer credit that students can apply to a dual degree program at UTHealth School of
Public Health from an accredited foreign institution is 12 semester credit hours. This applies to all concurrent/dual
degree programs and external transfer credits. Students should contact the program coordinator for the dual degree
program for further information.

More information about the following dual degree programs can be found on the Dual Degree Programs website.

) 2
| |3 :
2 c 2 « 3 5
@ b 3 < @ <
3 |3 |28 |3 |2 |5
I < o (=] w (7]
DDS/MPH Program
UTHealth School of Dentistry | v | | | | |
JD/MPH Program
University of Houston Law Center | v | | | | |
MBA/MPH Program
The University of Texas at San Antonio College of Business | | | | | | v
MD/MPH Programs
Baylor College of Medicine v
Dell Medical School v
McGovern Medical School v
Texas Tech University, Paul Foster School of Medicine v
UTHealth San Antonio, Long School of Medicine v
UT Southwestern Medical School v
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley v
MGPS/MPH Program
The University of Texas at Austin LJB School of Public Affairs | | v | | | |
MPAff/MPH Program
The University of Texas at Austin LBJ School of Public Affairs | | v | | | |
MS/MPH Program
UTHealth School of Biomedical Informatics | v | v i]iv]v]|v ]|V
MSSW/MPH Program
The University of Texas at Austin School of Social Work | | v | | | |
MSW/MPH Program
The University of Houston School of Social Sciences | v | | | | |
Pharm.D./MPH Program
The University of Texas at Austin College of Pharmacy v
PhD/MPH Program
UTHealth School of Biomedical Sciences v
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GRADUATE CERTIFICATES AND ACCELERATED MASTER’S PROGRAM (4+1 PROGRAM)

Graduate Certificates

A complete list of certificates is listed in the chart below. More information and course requirements can be found on
the mySPH Graduate Certificates website at https://uthealthsph.force.com/UTHealthCommunity/s/certificate-
planners.

Graduate certificates for non-degree seeking students provides the opportunity to take courses for credit at UTHealth
School of Public Health without pursuing a formal degree. Students are required to complete the application
procedure as a non-degree student. For more information, see the Admissions section. Students interested in
applying to a degree program must follow the usual application procedure. Certificate courses may be applied toward
the required credit hours of a degree program in the form of transfer credits. However, students interested in taking
more than the maximum transfer credit hours are strongly advised to apply for admission to a degree program. For
more information about transfer credits, see the Academic Policies section.

Degree-seeking students who are currently pursuing a graduate degree are not required to complete an admissions
application before pursuing a graduate certificate. All graduate certificates are available to all students at all
campuses unless otherwise noted. Students should consult their advisors for course availability at their campus.

Degree- Non-Degree
Seeking Seeking
Certificate Certificates Certificates

Advanced Data Science

Advanced Planning and Evaluation for Health Promotion Programs*

Advanced Quantitative Methods in Behavioral Sciences*

Clinical Nutrition and Public Health (Houston only)

Culinary Nutrition and Public Health (Houston only)

Data Science

Genomics & Bioinformatics

Global Health

Health Disparities

Health Promotion Program Planning and Evaluation

Healthcare Administration

Introduction to Quantitative Methods in Behavioral Sciences*

Leadership Theory and Practice

SN ASENENANENENANENANENENANEN

Maternal & Child Health

Nutrition and Public Health

N ANANENANENENANENENANENANANENAN

Physical Activity & Health

Public Health

ANEN

Public Health Informatics

*These graduate certificates will be available to non-degree seeking students beginning in spring 2021.

Advanced Data Science Certificate (15 semester credit hours)

This certificate is designed for both students and working professionals who intend to elevate their knowledge and
skill-set regarding data science processes and their application. This certificate is an extension of the established Data
Science Certificate and consists of learning modules in data science crafted to meet the needs of students, employers,
and community partners. Topics include data mining, data science computing, and programming in Python and R.

For more information, see the Advanced Data Science Certificate planner.

Advanced Planning and Evaluation for Health Promotion Programs (12 semester credit hours)
This certificate builds on the Health Promotion Program Planning and Evaluation certificate and is intended for
professionals who are working or who plan to work in public health departments, government or non-profit
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organizations to obtain advanced skills in health promotion program planning and evaluation to improve health and
eliminate health disparities. These courses provide advanced skills to develop and evaluate theory- and evidence-
based multilevel health promotion programs, select appropriate research designs, and apply statistical analyses to
translate research to practice for evidence-based decision-making.

For more information, see the Advanced Planning and Evaluation for Health Promotion Programs certificate planner.

Advanced Quantitative Methods for Behavioral Sciences (15 semester credit hours)

This certificate builds on the Introduction to Quantitative Methods for Behavioral Sciences certificate and provides
advanced training in research design and quantitative methods relevant to practitioners and researchers working in
the fields of health promotion, social and behavioral sciences and preventative medicine. The course offerings in this
certificate are designed to provide education in advanced design and analysis methods. This certificate will be
suitable for students who have prior experience or training through multivariate linear and logistic regression
modeling.

For more information, see the Advanced Quantitative Methods for Behavioral Sciences certificate planner.

Clinical Nutrition and Public Health Certificate (13 semester credit hours)

This certificate is designed to prepare those in the public health and health care workforce to understand the role of
nutrition in disease prevention and health promotion, nutrition assessment, nutritional epidemiologic methods, nu-
tritional physiology, nutritional health policy, and culinary medicine.

For more information, see the Clinical Nutrition and Public Health certificate planner.

Culinary Nutrition and Public Health Certificate (13 semester credit hours)

This certificate is designed to prepare those in the public health and health care workforce to understand the role of
nutrition in disease prevention and health promotion, nutrition assessment, nutritional physiology, nutritional health
policy, and culinary medicine.

For more information, see the Culinary Nutrition and Public Health certificate planner.

Data Science Certificate (9 semester credit hours for degree-seeking students; 13 semester credit hours for non-de-
gree-seeking students)

This certificate is intended for professionals working in health care or industries related to public health research and
biostatistics, and consists of coursework in data science, data analytics and predictions, analytic methods, and data
management.

For more information, see the Data Science certificate planner.

Genomics and Bioinformatics Certificate (12 semester credit hours)

This certificate is intended for professionals in academic, clinical, and research settings who are now or soon to be
faced with genomic and related data. The goal is to enable a generation of investigators and academicians capable of
integrating genomic and related high-dimensional data seamlessly into population and personalized health.

For more information, see the Genomics and Bioinformatics certificate planner.

Global Health Certificate (12 semester credit hours)

This certificate is intended for students interested in exploring how globalization is affecting the determinants of
health, the health status of the population, and the capacity of nation-states to deal with the determinants of health
and disease. The goal is to prepare students for positions that involve public health decision-making and research in a
changing world.

For more information, see the Global Health certificate planner.
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Health Disparities Certificate (12 semester credit hours)

This certificate provides an orientation for individuals who are working in public health or health care and seeking to
focus their work to the recognition, description and elimination of health disparities that have been defined as differ-
ences in “the overall rate of disease incidence, prevalence, morbidity, mortality or survival rates.”

For more information, see the Health Disparities certificate planner.

Health Promotion Program Planning and Evaluation Certificate (15 semester credit hours)

This certificate is designed to prepare those in the public health workforce to identify behavioral and environmental
determinants of health that are modifiable, and to plan and evaluate effective health promotion programs and poli-
cies to promote healthy lifestyles and prevent disease in diverse populations and settings.

For more information, see the Health Promotion Program Planning and Evaluation certificate planner.

Healthcare Administration Certificate (15 semester credit hours)

This certificate is intended for professionals working in healthcare management and students enrolled in post-bacca-
laureate degree programs in complementary graduate level disciplines such as business, health care, public policy,
public administration, or health sciences. This certificate is designed to meet the needs of students, employers, and
community partners.

For more information, see the Healthcare Administration certificate planner.

Introduction to Quantitative Methods for Behavioral Sciences (13 semester credit hours)

This certificate provides introductory training in research design and quantitative methods relevant to practitioners
and researchers working in the fields of health promotion, social and behavioral sciences and preventative medicine.
The course offerings in this certificate are designed to provide an introduction to basic design and analysis concepts.
This will be suitable for certificate students entering with little or no prior quantitative methods experience.

For more information, see the Introduction to Quantitative Methods for Behavioral Sciences certificate planner.

Leadership Theory and Practice (12 semester credit hours)

This certificate provides students with the theories behind leadership excellence as well as discussion on current
leadership issues. It helps train present and future public health leaders in personal leadership qualities and skills
needed for effective leadership including systems thinking; team work, cultural humility, strategic planning, and other
leadership skills.

For more information, see the Leadership Theory and Practice certificate planner.

Maternal & Child Health Certificate (12 semester credit hours for degree-seeking students; 15 semester credit hours
for non-degree-seeking students)

This certificate is designed to equip students with skills to professionally promote and enhance the health of women,
children, and their communities on a local, state, federal, and international level, while working as advocates in
health care organizations, academic institutions, and other public and private organizations. An in-depth diverse cur-
riculum provides skills development in reproductive, perinatal, child, and adolescent health.

For more information, see the Maternal & Child Health certificate planner.

Nutrition and Public Health Certificate (9 semester credit hours)

This certificate provides opportunities and training for students to focus on dietary assessment methodology, nutri-
tional epidemiology, food policy and systems, behavioral nutrition interventions, and medical nutrition therapy. The
goal is to prepare students to understand the role of nutrition in disease prevention and health promotion, dietary
assessment, nutritional epidemiologic methods, nutritional physiology, and food and nutrition policy.

For more information, see the Nutrition and Public Health certificate planner.
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Physical Activity & Public Health Certificate (12 semester credit hours)

This certificate provides opportunities and training for students to focus on physical activity assessment, epidemio-
logic methods, intervention planning, physiologic mechanisms and health outcomes, and policy development. This
certificate also focuses on the possible causes and consequences of physical inactivity on health in individuals and
populations and provides hands-on opportunities for skills development in the areas of measurement, intervention,

and environmental and policy change.

For more information, see the Physical Activity & Public Health certificate planner.

Public Health Certificate (16 semester credit hours)
This certificate is intended for public health practitioners and individuals who are interested in increasing their basic

public health knowledge or are considering a graduate degree in the field. These courses cover the core content of
the disciplines that are basic to public health.

For more information, see the Public Health certificate planner.

Public Health Informatics (16 semester credit hours)
This certificate is a joint program between UTHealth School of Biomedical Informatics and UTHealth School of Public
Health and was created to address the growing emphasis of public health informatics at the national level and the

increased market demand.

For more information, see the Public Health Informatics certificate planner.

Accelerated Master’s Programs (4+1 Program)

Undergraduate students matriculating at a school or college external to UTHealth School of Public Health will have
the opportunity to earn both a Bachelor’s degree and a Master of Public Health through UTHealth School of Public
Health over the course of five (5) years through an integrated program that overlaps graduate courses into the
student’s undergraduate work in the senior year of the undergraduate program. Students apply as a non-degree
seeking student for enrollment in the Public Health Certificate during their undergraduate program. Once students
graduate with their Bachelor’s degree, they will apply as a degree-seeking MPH student where their certificate
courses will be applied to their MPH degree. These educational agreements are listed as Accelerated Master
Programs. UTHealth School of Public Health holds the following program agreements with the following educational
entities. More information can be found on the Graduate Certificates website.

Houston
Austin
Brownsville
Dallas

El Paso

San Antonio

Accelerated Master’s Programs (4+1 Program)

\

Public Health Certificate/Austin College

Public Health Certificate/Rice University

Public Health Certificate/Schreiner University

Public Health Certificate/St. Mary’s University

Public Health Certificate/The University of Texas at Austin

Public Health Certificate/The University of Texas at San Antonio

Public Health Certificate/University of Houston

Public Health Certificate/University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

Public Health Certificate/UTHealth School of Dentistry, Dental Hygiene v
Program
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Current, degree-seeking students are eligible to participate in the following special programs to enhance their
educational experience.

Archer Center Fellowship Program

This program provides students with an opportunity to learn about the federal government and public policy. Fellows
spend 12 weeks interning in a Washington, D.C. organization of their choosing based on their own professional and
academic goals and interests. Students in this program will earn 9 credit hours of coursework by enrolling in PH 5098
ST: Federal Policy Making & PH 5098 ST: Archer Center Research & PH 9997 Practicum. Archer Center Program Fee:
$3,900.

Dietetic Internship

This program provides students with an opportunity to complete an MPH with an emphasis in Health Promo-
tion/Health Education while simultaneously completing the requirements of an accredited Dietetic Internship pro-
gram. Graduates of the Dietetic Internship are prepared to practice as entry-level dietitians, are eligible to take the
Registration Examination for Dieticians and are qualified to apply for dietetic licensure through the Texas Department
of State Health Services. The Dietetic Internship Program is administered through the Michael & Susan Dell Center for
Healthy Living. For a course of study, see the MPH in Health Promotion/Health Education, Dietetic Internship section.
This is a two-year program with a program fee of $5,000. For more information see the School of Public Health Die-
tetic Internship Program website at https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/dietetic-internship-program/in-
dex.htm.

Industrial Hygiene

Industrial hygiene is the science devoted to anticipating, recognizing, evaluating, and controlling environmental
factors posing risk to workers and the community, which arise from the workplace. The industrial hygiene curriculum
for the MPH is accredited by the Applied and Natural Science Accreditation Commission of ABET. A high level of
faculty/student interaction is emphasized and students typically gain practical experience through summer
internships, which offer a wealth of opportunities for training in industrial settings, healthcare, petroleum and
petrochemicals, agriculture, and public and private business and government sectors. Industrial hygiene is a discipline
within occupational health and safety (OHS), which is a professionally exciting and rewarding field of public health
that includes all other aspects of public health such as epidemiology, health promotion, management, global health
and wellness, and other disciplines. Being an OHS practitioner helps to save lives of working people and promotes a
grounded quality of life for their families and communities. The interdisciplinary curriculum is based on a public
health model for practice. Graduates are prepared to participate in a multi-disciplinary approach to planning,
implementing, managing, and evaluating program and services for worker health and safety.

Course of Study

Students who elect to complete the optional Industrial Hygiene curriculum will complete a minimum of 51 credit
hours and are required to complete the listed 14 credit hours in addition to their MPH in Environmental Health
required coursework.

e Students in the Industrial Hygiene program will complete the 14 credit hours of coursework: PH 1700L
Intermediate Biostatistics, PHM 2155 Environmental Sampling & Analysis (Lab fee: $10.00), PH 2250
Occupational Health Controls, and PH 2260 Occupational Health Field Trips, in lieu of electives.

e  Students must select PH 2245 Fundamentals for Industrial Hygiene (4 credits) from the three options listed
under the major courses selections in the MPH course of student.

Maternal and Child Health Trainee Fellowship Program

The Maternal and Child Health Trainee Fellowship Program is open to students enrolled in the Maternal and Child
Health Certificate who are interested in a year-long intensive training experience in maternal and child health. The
MCH Trainee Fellowship program will include a Conductive Leadership Curriculum as well as experiential placements
working on maternal and child health-related projects and programs with local and state agencies. For more
information, see the Maternal and Child Health Fellowship website.
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Residency Program in Occupational and Environmental Medicine

This two-year track trains practicing physicians to be qualified for careers in occupational and environmental medi-
cine. This program includes one year of rigorous academic study and one year of experiential rotations to fulfill the
requirements of the MPH. Students who successfully complete the coursework and rotations are eligible to apply for
board certification in occupational medicine by the American Board of Preventive Medicine (ABPM). For more infor-
mation, see the Occupational and Environmental Medicine website.

Course of Study
Students who elect to complete the optional Occupational Medicine Residency curriculum will complete a minimum
of 50 credit hours and are required to complete the listed 13 credit hours in addition to their MPH in Environmental
Health required coursework.
e  Occupational Medicine Residents will complete the following 13 credit hours of coursework: PH 2255 Clinical
Occupational Medicine, PH 2260 Occupational Health Field Trips, PH 2265 Occupational Medicine Practice
(taken twice), PH 2270L Total Worker Health and Worker Well-being, in lieu of electives.
e Students must select PH 2245 Fundamentals of Industrial Hygiene (4 credits) from the three options listed
under the major courses selections in the MPH course of study.
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DEPARTMENT OF BIOSTATISTICS AND DATA SCIENCE

Biostatistics is a discipline encompassing the study and development of statistical, mathematical, and computer methods
applied to the biological and health sciences.

Minor in Biostatistics
A minor in biostatistics consists of at least nine (9) SCH of the following required courses:
e  Masters students: PHM 1690L Introduction to Biostatistics in Public Health & PH 1700L Intermediate Biosta-
tistics & at least one Biostatistics elective above PH 1700L
e Doctoral students: PHM 1690L Introduction to Biostatistics in Public Health & PH 1700L Intermediate Biosta-
tistics & at least two Biostatistics electives above PH 1700L (Note: PHM 1690L Introduction to Biostatistics in
Public Health is a prerequisite to PH 1700L but may be waived depending on the student’s background.)
PH 1820L Applied Linear Regression is strongly recommended as an elective for all students.

MS in Biostatistics

The MS Biostatistics degree program is a minimum 36 semester credit hours, and provides training in research design,
basic statistical theory, data analysis, computer applications, and statistical consultation. Graduates of the program
are prepared to assume statistical posts in government, private health agencies, or in health research programs. The
program emphasizes fundamental statistical theory and methods and provides the basis for doctoral level
biostatistical studies.

Special Entrance Requirements

Applicants to the MS program should hold an undergraduate degree that emphasizes the development of strong
guantitative skills through multivariate calculus and at least one semester of linear algebra. Examples are degree
programs in mathematical, physical, biological, or social sciences. Advanced mathematical training and knowledge of
computer programming are highly desirable. For more information, see the Admissions sections.

Course of Study
The following courses are required for the MS in Biostatistics:

e Leveling and Other Required Courses: PH 101 Foundations in Public Health (online, not-for-credit course) &

PHM 1690L Introduction to Biostatistics in Public Health
*Leveling courses do not count toward the total number of credits for the degree program.

e  Major courses: PH 1700L Intermediate Biostatistics & PH 1820L Applied Linear Regression & PH 1821L
Applied Multivariate Analysis for Biostatistics & PH 1830L Categorical Data Analysis & PH 1831L Survival
Analysis & PH 1910L Probability and Distribution Theory & PH 1911L Statistical Inference

e  Electives: Students are required to complete 12 credit hours of elective coursework. Students must complete
a 3 credit hour epidemiology course of their choice (2500-2999). Students are encouraged to complete
elective coursework in biostatistics (1600-1999; not already on the degree planner). Students should consult
with their advisor when selecting elective courses. Students may also elect to complete a minor outside of
their department. Students who opt to complete a minor should consult with their advisor and the minor’s
department for requirements.

e Thesis: PHM 9998 Culminating Experience/Thesis Research

For a sample course of study, see the MS in Biostatistics degree planner.

PhD in Biostatistics

The PhD in Biostatistics degree program is a minimum 48 semester credit hours, or a minimum of 72 semester credit
hours for direct admission, and emphasizes advanced statistical theory and application, statistical consulting and
independent research and prepares students to be independent investigators in the development and application of
biostatistical analyses to problems of human health and disease. Graduates of the program go on to assume senior
statistical posts in governmental or private health research agencies, or pursue careers in teaching and research.

Special Entrance Requirements
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Applicants to the PhD program should have mathematical training beyond the introductory calculus level, including
advanced calculus and linear algebra. Preference will be given to applicants with coursework in more advanced
mathematics as well as statistics. They should hold degrees in areas that emphasize the development of strong
quantitative skills, such as, degrees in mathematical, biomedical, physical, or social sciences. For more information,
see the Admissions section.

Course of Study
The following courses are required for the PhD in Biostatistics:

e  Other Required Course: PH 101 Foundations in Public Health (online, not-for credit course)

e Leveling Courses: PH 1700L Intermediate Biostatistics; PH 1820L Applied Linear Regression*; PH 1821L
Applied Multivariate Analysis for Biostatistics*; PH 1830L Categorical Data Analysis*; PH 1910L Probabi